[Psychological adjustment to invasive surgical and medicamentous tumor treatment of osteosarcoma patients with rotation-plasty].
Ten patients with osteosarcomas and rotation plasties made themselves available for a psychological survey. The time elapsed after their operations was between two and ten years, giving an average of six years. All patients were free of tumours at the time of the follow-up examination. Both in personal interviews and in psychological tests, it was possible to observe a very positive development of these patients' attitudes. Contributory factors in this context were discussions with the doctors administering treatment, the cheerful atmosphere of the hospital and the nursing staff, the physicotherapists and ergotherapists, and the excellent social support which all those interviewed also received from their relatives. Continuous positive motivation, a favourable social dialogue and patients' ability to control their own lives would appear to be the key factors in helping patients to come to terms with their illness.